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S COJCL’s CoChairs 

and officers 
compose a very large 
part of its operation 
and organization. They 
perform a plethora of 
tasks and jobs to keep 
the COJCL running and 
in working order. Thank 
you!

Cochairs
Karen Karppinen - CEC
Kimberly Clouser - Liberty 
Common
Jennifer Kepley - Liberty 
Common
Bleys Kueck - The Classical 
Academy

Officers

President - Julian Thompson-Cox
president@coloradojcl.com
Vice-President - Riley Carlson
vicepresident@coloradojcl.com
Secretary - Sam Morgan
secretary@coloradojcl.com
Editor - Nicolas Bruno
editor@coloradojcl.com
Treasurer - Sam Marsh
treasurer@coloradojcl.com
Parliamentarian - Maddie Szabo
parliamentarian@coloradojcl.com
Historian - Piper Salman
historian@coloradojcl.com
Machinator - Aiden Aldinger
machinator@coloradojcl.comCover image by Giota Sakellariou on pexels.com

Taurmina (Taormina) Sicilia



Current Spirit Points:

CEC: 55 points

Liberty HS: 40 points

Fairview HS: 15 points

Sp
ir

it The Duckie Races

Many schools around the state 
of Colorado participated 

in a fun new event - racing rubber 
ducks down their 
local creeks. The 
events generally 
took place in 
public parks, 
where students 
would decorate 
their ducks with 
markers and other 
antiquity-related 
accessories. Food 
such as pizza was also served. The 

legions 
of ducks 
were then 
let loose 
and flowed 
down 
the river, 
where they 

were eventually caught in a net 
and the winners announced. The 
winners of each race will participate 
in another at the upcoming COJCL 
Convention in 2023!



The Colorado 
Junior League 

State Convention is 
an event held annually 
with chapter schools 
from all over the state 
participating. In the 
past it has been held in 
locations such as the 
YMCA of the Rockies, 
in Estes Park, CO. 
This will also be the 
location for the 2023 
State Convention, which 
occurs on Thursday, 
March 30 and Friday, 

March 31. The convention hosts 
a number of events including 
academic tests, the Spirit Contest, 
spoken Latin events, a catapult 
contest, and the Olympika events.

2017 National Convention

Certāmen - This is a knowledge 
bowl-style competition, 
consisting of teams of three or 
four, to whom questions are 
posed concerning civilization of 
the antiquity (Roman and Greek).
Olympika - Olympic field and 
pool events, each school may 
enter two teams or individuals. 
Events include javelin throwing, 
Discus, races, and a sorting task. 
Pool events (cut 2019-2022, may 
return in 2023) consist of various 
four-person relay races.
Catapult Contest - Schools build 
catapults, for which the launch 
ability is judged by accuracy and 
distance.
Academic Tests - Students may 
take up to three different test per 
convention, the themes vary from 
language, mythology, and history 
among other topics.
Spirit Contest - Show your 
COJCL spirit to win a duck 
trophy to display until next year’s 
convention!
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Arts & Handicrafts - Show off 
your skills! Possible crafts could 
include art, pottery, mosaics, 
sculptures, models, posters, 
maps, charts, and more!
Performing Arts - Put on a show 
by doing various performances 
such as oratories, interpretations, 
dramas, skits, sight reading, Latin 
improv, and participating in a 
costume contest!

Convention Theme

CÆLUM, NON ANIMUM, 
MUTANT QUI TRANS MARE 

CURRUNT.

Those who traverse the sea change their 
sky, not their soul.

-Horace, Epistles 1.11

Certāmen Finals

Olympika Races

  The Spirit Contest



Latin’s Forgotten 
Sisters

Much like modern 
day Italy, during 

the Iron Age and into 
the Antiquity, the 
peninsula was dotted 
with varying languages, 
related and unrelated. 

Many have read about the 
presence of the Etruscans to the 
north, in modern-day Tuscany, 
and the Greeks in the south 
(Magna Graecia). Yet few have 
heard of the other Italic tribes 
present on the peninsula, brethren 
of the Latins, who entered 
eternally into the back alleys of 
Roman history.

Notable among these tribes 
were the collective groups of 
the Oscans (Osci) and Umbrians 
(Umbri). These peoples were 
neighbors of the Latins, and they 
fought quite a bit. Eventually, 
after the 2nd Samnite War, these 
tribes were quickly assimilated 
to Roman culture, surviving 
only through place names and 
inscriptions, although the Oscan 
language was said to have

Compare these two simplified maps 
of Italy’s linguistic scene.
Above: Iron Age
Below: Modern day
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Sources:
-Above: Dbachmann on Wikipedia
-Below: Mikima on Wikipedia



survived into the 1st century 
AD, living on colloquially in the 
Pompeii region until its unclear 
demise.

The languages of these people 
were very distinct, but still 
related to Latin, sharing notable 
similarities. They all shared the 
parent language (or possibly 
languages, as the best way to 
describe Italy’s languages was 
and is, multiple continua of 
related varieties) of Proto-Italic. 
Their writing systems were 
similar, although Oscan and 
Umbrian retained the right-to-
left writing direction used in Iron 
Age Italy, which Latin originally 
used. Below is a sample of the 
Oscan alphabet:

Oscan and Umbrian vocabulary 
was also quite similar to Latin in 
some ways, while retaining its own 
semantic and vocalic shifts.

Oscan    |    Umbrian    |    Latin
uinus | uns/unu | ūnus

dus | tuf/dur | duo
kersnu | śesna | cēna

kvaísstur | kvestur | quaestor
auti | ute | aut

pídum | pirse | quid
túutú | tota | perhaps tōtus

The differences between these 
languages vary in magnitude. They 
could be natural consonant shifts, 
e.g. Umbrian façiu vs. Latin faciō, 
compare Neapolitan faccio/fazzo. 
There is also the tendency of what 
would be “qu-” in Latin, to be “p-” 
in Oscan and Umbrian (e.g. pídum, 
pirse, quid). Also, there is the usage 
of different roots for the same 
meanings (semantic shift). Take 
the example verb “want”. In Latin, 
the verb velle (cognate to English 
will) is used, where Oscan uses the 
verb (3rd person singular future 
form) herest, from the Proto-Indo 
European root *gher, cognate with 
English yearn.



After the assimilation of the 
Oscans and Umbrians, their 
languages and cultures were 
suppressed to their end. For 
example, if Oscan and Latin did, 
in fact, coexist in Pompeii until 
~79 AD, Latin would have been 
given administrative and political 
dominance, while Oscan would 
have been considered a “low” 
language. This situation would 
reflect the modern situation 
in Italy. There is the Italian 
language, which is administrative 
and official, yet there is also 
Neapolitan. A language which 
is descended from Latin, and 
even at times shares phonetic 
similarities with Oscan 
(Neapolitan vita, bita and Oscan 
biítam [Nominative might have 
been *biítú] meaning, “life”). 
Neapolitan is often considered 
merely a dialect of Italian, or 
“poor man’s” Italian, for the 
uneducated. This untrue concept 
most likely stems from the need 
for national assimilation after the 
Risorgimento and Mussolini’s 
policies concerning minority 
languages.

Through all of this, we see that 
history repeats itself. Minority 
languages can disappear quickly 
and when they do, we lose part of 
a diverse and interesting culture. 
Through their preservation, we can 
learn and study the different and 
beautiful ways in which people 
communicated, both in recent and 
ancient history.

Daniel Eliashevsky on pexels.com


